Design and Technology at Hall Meadow Primary School

Our Intent

At HMPS we intend that children should
master Design and Technology to such an
extent that they can go on to have
careers within Design and Technology
and make use of design and technology
effectively in their everyday lives. Our
children will be taught Design and
Technology in a way that ensures
progression of skills, and follows a
sequence to build on previous learning.
Our children will gain experience and
skills of a wide range of formal elements
of deign and concepts of technology in a
way that will enhance their learning
opportunities, enabling them to use
design and technology across a range of
subjects to be creative and solve
problems, ensuring they make progress.

How do we do this?

Our Design and Technology curriculum is shaped by the National Curriculum and is delivered in short focused blocks
based on Kapow’s Design and Technology scheme of work. The joint Art and DT curriculum ensures children are
taught three units a year which include the following elements:

Designing

When designing, children need to understand the context they are working in, think about who their products will be for and
decide what tasks they will perform. They need opportunities to generate, develop, model and communicate ideas in a variety
of ways, including spoken language, drawings, templates, mock-ups, prototypes and pattern pieces.

Making

When making, children should select from a range of tools and equipment, explaining their choices. They also need
opportunities to choose the materials and components they will use, thinking about their working characteristics. They should
follow procedures for safety and hygiene and develop a repertoire of practical skills and techniques, working with increasing
accuracy.

Evaluating

When evaluating, children should make increasingly sophisticated judgements about their own ideas and products against
design criteria. They should consider the views of others in order to improve their work. They should also investigate and
evaluate existing products using a variety of questioning techniques and, in KS2, learn about important inventors and their
inventions.

Technical Knowledge
Technical knowledge is the body of knowledge and understanding that is specific to design and technology that needs to be
developed and then applied when children are designing, making and evaluating products.

Cooking and Nutrition

Cooking and nutrition provides opportunities for children to learn about where food comes from, how food is grown, reared or
caught and the effect of seasonality on the availability of food. They also learn about the principles of healthy eating and how to
prepare and cook dishes safely and hygienically using a range of techniques. Cooking and nutrition is taught alongside designing
and making within a D&T food project.

Work is recorded using notes, evaluations and photographs.

At HMPS, staff ensure that Design and Technology is embedded in our whole school curriculum and that
opportunities for enhancing learning by using design and technology are always taken.




Impact — what progress will children make?

At HMPS, children enjoy and value Design and Technology and know why they are doing things, not just how. Children learn, understand and appreciate the
value of Design and Technology in the context of creative and cultural industries and their many career opportunities.

Progress in Design and Technology is demonstrated through regularly reviewing and scrutinising children’s work, in accordance with our Design and Technology
policy to ensure that progression of skills is taking place. Namely through:

*  Looking at pupils’ work, especially over time as they gain skills and knowledge
*  Observing how they perform in lessons
*  Pupil voice asking questions about what they know

The Design and Technology curriculum will contribute to children’s personal development in creativity, independence, judgement and self-reflection. This would
be seen in them being able to talk confidently about their work, and sharing their work with others. Progress will be shown through outcomes and through the
important record of the process leading to them.
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